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1. Justice and Resilience and Covid 19

Disasters expose injustice.  What are the implications for our response to Covid-19 and 
what can the church do?

2. The Social Science of Justice and Resilience

How are justice and resilience connected?  What if justice is not only something that is 
present in a resilient community, but actually contributes to resilient? How does this apply 
to Covid-19.

3. The Implications for a Justice and Resilience Connection

How might we apply the connection between justice and resilience to relief and 
development? Is there practical guidance for churches and NGOs?  We will look at Covid-
19 tools and guidance and see how they address disparity and vulnerability.



▪ What is resilience

▪ How does Covid-19 threaten resilience?

▪ How do we build resilient people and communities when we are locked down?

▪ How we respond to Covid-19 can build a 

Foundation for future resilience, or reinforce

old barriers

▪ What we can do to help



▪ Vulnerability

▪ Disparity

▪ Sensitivity to injustice

▪ Five recommendations

1. Government and health system guidelines are global, disparities are local.  
Churches must become local experts on community vulnerability 

2. The literacy, capacity and support for local groups must be factored in when 
providing education.  Basic health education must be repeated, with an emphasis on 
assessing application.

3. Poor health literacy people more likely to believe their community than 
professionals or science.

4. Healthcare resources for those serving the poor must be scaled to prioritize poor 
communities, leverage community assets.  

5. Communities are an important and necessary adjunct and partner to health systems.



▪ A crisis exposes vulnerability and disparity

▪ Persistent vulnerability and disparity provokes a sense of injustice

▪ The recommendations reduce vulnerability and disparity and can be perceived as 
an effort to correct injustice

▪ BUT, does injustice impact resilience?



▪ Disparity and vulnerability are revealed in this disaster.  

▪ Vulnerability is a fixed characteristic making someone likely to be harmed

▪ Disparity is a relative characteristic meaning relative to others those on the poor side of 
the disparity will experience more harm

▪ Resilience is based on equity, low community barriers and justice

▪ In our response to Covid-19 we can act in ways that reduce vulnerability and 
disparity, and thereby improve resilience, or we can exacerbate it

▪ Covid-19 will show us the disparity, vulnerability and injustice that is around us.  
We can respond to correct it or we can respond in ways that allow it to continue.  
Our choice will determine future resilience.



▪ Not just an awareness of injustice, people react with tension when they see 
injustice.  That tension compels us to act to make it go away

▪ Three patterns

▪ Correct the injustice

▪ Rationalize the injustice, i.e. blame the victim

▪ Ignore it, wait for someone else to fix it

▪ Consider the Good Samaritan



▪ People see disparity as an injustice when linked to human rights

▪ Failure to care for those who have been harmed is seen as an injustice.  Good Samaritan 
was an act of justice

▪ Failure to distribute resources fairly is seen as a failure of distributive justice

▪ Example: Fire disaster in Sweden



▪ People seen as the source of injustice become targets for our tension.  This is one of the 
roots of stigma

▪ People from China are accused of causing the pandemic. Rather than seeing them as 
fellow victims of the virus, they are blamed for acting irresponsibly, thus making them 
apparent perpetrators of injustice.

▪ When the tension is strong enough –
▪ Anger is generalized to the group, as in all Chinese are to blame

▪ Acting against Chinese people is felt to morally justified.  They need to be punished so there is 
justice.

▪ Calling it the “Chinese Virus” adds fuel to that tension, implies Chinese people are to blame

▪ This is one example of the type of distortion that the church can contain by speaking 
out in defense of the perceived perpetrator



▪ “Africa won't beat coronavirus on its own. The west must dig deep before it's too 
late”  -The Guardian

▪ “We are only beginning to feel the impacts of the coronavirus, but we know that the 
communities we serve — including low-income people, immigrants and people of 
color — are already among the most affected.” - Southern Poverty Law Center

▪ “People in prisons and immigration centers at extreme risk with Covid-19” -
Institute of Justice

▪ But people with assets are holding on to them

(Study of homogenous vs diverse wealthy communities)



▪ In Bangladesh, more than 850,000 Rohingya refugees live in overcrowded camps

▪ In the Dominican Republic, the public health system itself will have little capacity to 
respond to this disaster, and Haitian refugees in DR at great risk

▪ In Nicaragua, the government is willfully ignoring the World Health Organization’s 
recommendations and refusing to implement any protection measures

▪ In Senegal, COVID-19 is spreading quickly—in part because, for many Senegalese, 
contracting the virus carries stigma, and sick individuals are hiding their illness so as 
not to be hospitalized. 

▪ Lockdown requires fiscal capacity to offset the economic shock.  Most developing 
countries lack the fiscal resources and cannot lock down.

▪ Developing countries are limiting or blocking the export of tests and medical supplies, 
further impacting the developing world.

▪ See Covid 19 Strikes the Developing World https://ajws.org/blog/covid-19-strikes-the-developing-world/

https://ajws.org/blog/covid-19-strikes-the-developing-world/


▪ Access to resources – Resource loss contributes to trauma, restoration reduces 
trauma

▪ Social capital

▪ Advocacy

▪ Reduce barriers

▪ Correct destructive information (e.g. correct rumor-mongering)

▪ What does that have to do with resilience?

▪ Build relationships that counter stigma and prejudice



▪ Ignore community consequences of actions

▪ Prioritizing own community while ignoring those with greater needs

▪ Allow or even promote divisive stories, misinformation

▪ “I believe people, more than ever, need to congregate, 

need to come together to be supportive of one another in 

this pandemic of fear because that’s exactly what it is”.

▪ “this is just like any cold”

▪ “God’s word says we are not to fear; we are to be fearless 

and believe god”.



▪ Create opportunities to serve.  Most difficult because people cannot go face to 
face, but people still need to put faith into action.

▪ Examples:

▪ Identify those who are socially isolated and have church teams make daily contact

▪ Email, phone, written messages, WhatsAp, text, etc

▪ Important that people know they are not forgotten

▪ Growing number of elderly dying alone because they do not seek medical care

▪ Provide Resources 

▪ Money (send moneygrams or SMS grams)

▪ Food

▪ Livelihood

▪ Assess resource needs in your community



▪ Next week is our third and last session.  We will look at examples of guides and 
tools developed for Covid-19 response and see how well they impact disparity and 
resilience

▪ If you have a question you would like to have addressed at the next session please 
email it to me at dboan@worldea.org


